
February 24, 2021 
 

Dear OUHSD Families, 

We want to share with you some of the latest news, information and updates from the Oroville 
Union High School District.  You can also find news and information on our website, 
www.ouhsd.org, and by following us on Facebook. You are receiving this email because you are 
an OUHSD employee or parent/guardian of an OUHSD student, or a community partner in our 
district. 

 
Important Dates to Remember 

February 24: Board meeting | Agenda 

March 8: Supportive School Climate Advisory Committee meeting, 5 p.m. via Zoom | Topics to 
be covered include: Guiding Principles, PBIS Implementation, Overview of Staff Training and 
Progress on the DOJ Findings  
Note: If you do not serve in this committee, and would like to attend, please email Paula Blaney 
at pblaney@ouhsd.net to request the Zoom meeting link.   

The focus of this committee will be to: (a) emphasize the District’s commitment to treating all 
students fairly and equitably in the administration of discipline without regard to race, color, 
national origin, sex, gender, gender identity, disability, religion or foster youth or homeless 
status; (b) discuss what is expected of students and staff under the revised policies and 
practices; (c) describe the alternative means of correction that will be available and 
implemented; (d) explain the law, research, and evidence supporting the steps and practices the 
District will be implementing to provide a safe, welcoming, and supportive school environment; 
and (e) the ways in which parents, guardians, and education rights holders can partner with the 
District to provide a safe, welcoming, and supportive school environment. 

March 17: Board meeting 

March 22 and 29:  LCAP Stakeholder Meetings, 5 p.m. via Zoom 
If you would like to attend, please email Paula Blaney at pblaney@ouhsd.net to request the 
Zoom meeting link. 

March 25: Panel on Rights of Students with Disabilities provided by Butte County SELPA, 
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  The link will be provided at registration. 
 

OUHSD Athletics Update 
Last week, the Governor released the new California Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
Guidance on High School Sports and we are analyzing this information very closely.  While it is 
generally good news, for some sports to compete, it will require athletes to take a weekly 
COVID-19 test.  We are already evaluating the details and are committed to finding a path to 
meet this suddenly imposed requirement as we were given no advanced warning.  We will be 
working with our Administrators, Athletic Directors and Coaches to help provide some clarity on 
our next steps.  We remain committed to returning our student athletes to competition as soon 
as possible and are working diligently to make this a reality for as many sports as are 
allowed.  We will provide an update later this week on our plans moving forward. 
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COVID Updates 
The district’s COVID-19 web page is dedicated to providing information and updates related to 
the OUHSD’s response to the pandemic.  The page also includes the OUHSD COVID-19 
Dashboard, which is updated weekly.  The schools’ COVID Prevention Plans and CDPH 
updated School Guidance Checklist (January 14, 2021) have also been posted to the website. 

 
Last Chance to Register in the Chico State Native American Graduation Ceremony 
Chico State University will host the Native American Graduation Ceremony on May 18th, 
2021.  Any Native American Senior student may apply to participate in this ceremony to honor 
Native American high school and college graduates.  The deadline for registration is February 
26th, 2021.  For information on how to obtain and submit a registration form for this event, go to 
Chico State University, Tribal Relations, Native Graduation Celebration web page: 
https://www.csuchico.edu/tribalrelations/graduation.shtml 
 

Black History Month: Recognizing Distinguished OUHSD Alumni 
During Black History month, we would like to highlight some of our African American OUHSD 
Hall of Fame members that have made a positive impact in our community and beyond.  This 
week, we are recognizing Lori (Speese) Gay, Dr. Clifford Thompson, and Warren Widener.  The 
following are brief summaries about each of these individuals, and links to their full biographies 
are provided if you’d like to read more.  
 
Lori (Speese) Gay: Lori Speese Gay graduated from Las Plumas High School (LPHS) in 1980 
and was involved in many school activities. In addition to serving as ASB president as a senior, 
she was a Top Ten, Honor Roll, and National Honor Society student, and Student Council 
Representative to the School Board all four years. She also participated in track and field and 
was a member of Girls Block LP every year. She played JV basketball as a sophomore, was a 
GAA member for three years, along with being active in band, drill team, song leader, basketball 
princess, and president of the Christian Club among others. She served her community as a 
member of the Chapel of Faith and was Keywanette Lieutenant Governor her last two years. 
Immediately following graduation, Lori attended UC Davis (UCD) where she earned her BS 
degree in Development, Resource and Consumer Economics and then earned her MBA degree 
at Pepperdine University. While at UCD, she also ran numerous 5 and 10K races. She 
embarked on her career with Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) of Los Angeles County, 
worked her way up through the ranks and is currently the President and Chief Executive Officer. 
NHS is a non-profit lender, developer, and neighborhood revitalization corporation. She has 
worked in the community development field for over 25 years and focused her efforts on 
rebuilding impoverished communities and creating mechanisms for community empowerment 
and ownership. In addition to authoring numerous articles on community development and 
social justice, many honors and awards have come to Lori. She was the NBA Women in 
Business and Black History Month Honoree and won the National Community Development 
Leadership Award. In 2016, she was honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award, National 
Neighbor Works Association. Read her biography: http://bit.ly/LoriSpeeseGay 
 
Dr. Clifford Thompson: Dr. Clifford Thompson graduated from Las Plumas High School 
(LPHS) in 1972 with an overall 3.5 grade point average and was a Top Ten student all four 
years. He was a Bank of America, PG&E and National Merit Scholar, and won first place in the 
Rotary International public speaking forum. He lettered in football, basketball and track and was 
a member of Block LP. He was class president during his freshman and sophomore years and 
student body president as a senior. While at LPHS, Clifford was very involved in the music 
program, serving on the Music Council, playing in the Concert Band, and was the first drum 
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major at LPHS when the school won its first trophy in the Feather Fiesta Days Parade. He also 
served as assistant band director. Following graduation from LPHS, Clifford earned his B.A. 
degree from University of California at Davis (UCD) in 1976, and then went on to earn his B.S. 
and M.S. degrees at California State University, Hayward in 1984. He earned his Ed.D degree 
at the University of San Francisco (USF) in 1999. While at UCD, Clifford was one of the 
founding members of the UCD Black Gospel Choir. In addition to his BA, BS, and Ed.D 
degrees, he earned his Masters and Doctor of Theology degrees at Fuller Seminar.  Clifford’s 
35 years in education originated in Oroville where he was a substitute teacher at Sierra Del Oro 
School and continued teaching in Oakland, CA at the elementary, secondary, and university 
levels. In 2013, he served as principal of the 100 Black Men Community School, an all-male 
public charter school in Oakland and is currently the principal of the Community School for 
Creative Education, also in Oakland. Dr. Thompson has been highly involved in his Oakland 
community for many years, not only in his church, but as an educational liaison for Civic Pride, 
Board member for Catholic Charities, a community reading tutor, and serving as a food bagger 
and server for the Oakland Food Bank. For 17 years, he has served as master of ceremonies 
for the Oroville Martin Luther King (MLK) Celebration, and was the keynote speaker on two 
occasions. One of his greatest pleasures is his continued involvement in the MLK celebration. 
Read his full biography: http://bit.ly/CliffordThompson 
 
Warren Widener: Warren Widener grew up on the Southside in Oroville and graduated from 
Oroville High School (OHS) in 1956. He was a life member of the California Scholastic 
Federation (CSF), won a Bank of America Award for Liberal Arts and Social Science, and was 
the first African-American student at OHS to enroll in college prep courses. He was selected as 
the main speaker at his OHS commencement exercise. Upon graduation, Warren was awarded 
an academic scholarship to the University of California at Berkeley (Cal). Warren was active in 
sports at OHS, running track all 4 years, playing football 3 years, boxing for a year and a 
member of Block O all 4 years. He was very active in ASB activities, serving as president of his 
freshman class, Spanish Club, and CSF. He was a two-time California State Orator Champion 
and won several Lions Club Speech Contests in the area along with being a member of the 
OHS Brain Brawl Team. Following high school graduation, Warren earned his BA degree at Cal, 
along with being selected as the Distinguished Military Graduate there. Warren then served in 
the military with the United States Air Force (USAF) Strategic Air Command during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. He trained and evaluated missile crews and was an integral part of national 
readiness throughout the crisis. He attained the rank of First Lieutenant and received his 
honorable discharge. He then returned to school and attended the Boalt Hall School of Law at 
Cal where he earned his Juris Doctorate degree. Warren had a long and successful career in 
law, politics, and public service. Warren was elected to the Berkeley City Council in 1969 at the 
age of 31 and became a fixture in the fiery political scene in the 1970’s. Two years later he was 
elected as the youngest mayor ever in Berkeley, CA as well as that city’s first ever African-
American mayor. He served 2 terms as mayor, 1971-79. Warren served 4 years on the 
Alameda County Board of Supervisors. Read his full biography: http://bit.ly/WarrenWidener 
 
Additional African American OUHSD Hall of Fame Members-Click on their names to read 
their full bios: 
Adilah Barnes: OHS Class of 1968 Valedictorian, student leader, and 50-year career as an 
actor, bestselling author, producer, teacher, and internet talk show host. 
Clyde Berry: Played on OHS’ undefeated football team from 1952-55. 
Leroy Gill, Jr.: Played basketball at OHS, and explored the world during 36 years of Navy and 
Marine service. 
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Dr. John Henry Rivers: Lettered in football, basketball and track at OHS, undefeated boxer, 
education leader, and member of the South Oroville African American Society Board of 
Directors. 
Marcella Smith: OHS sophomore class president, ran track, played football, member of the 
Block O; one of the first OUHSD Hall of Fame members; known for his deep compassion and 
understanding. 
Dr. Glen Toney: Played basketball and baseball and boxing at OHS, Block O member; 
distinguished service and leadership in public education and the tech sector. 
Robert Toney: Played basketball and baseball, ran track at OHS, Block O member; 34 year 
distinguished career in the U.S. Navy, culminating in the rank of Rear Admiral. 
Mike Walsh: Ran track, wrestled and played football at LPHS; Butte County Office of Education 
Board Member; Past President of the California School Boards Association’ youth development 
and education leader. 
  
Getting to Know...the OUHSD Board of Trustees 
In our next couple of newsletters, we’re going to feature a couple of our OUHSD Board 
members so that our community can get to know them better.  This week, we’re featuring Board 
President Scott Damon and Trustee Amber Englund. 
 
Board President Scott Damon: 
 
How long have you lived in Oroville?  I was born and raised here, attended Oroville schools 
and graduated from Oroville High School in 1978.  I also have three children who graduated 
from Oroville High School. 
 
How long have you served on the Board of Trustees? I have served on the Oroville Union 
High School District Board of Trustees since 2008. 
 
What do you do professionally? I have been the owner and operator of Oroville Safe and 
Lock Company since 1994. 
 
In what other ways are you involved in the community?  I support and donate to the YMCA, 
Caring for Women, All About Children, Hope Center and youth sports. I coached Oroville youth 
sports for 14 years, and was an assistant coach at Oroville High School for two years. I am a 
member of Church of the Nazarene, Oroville. I have attended every Oroville Union High School 
District Hall of Fame event and have been a business donor each year. 
 
What do you enjoy most about serving on the Board of Trustees? I enjoy hearing differing  
points of view and coming to a conclusion for the betterment of our students. 
 
What’s a fun fact that we should know about you?  I love to cook and dream of having a 
food truck someday.  I also love spending time with my four grandkids. 

View Scott’s picture and full biography here. 

 
Trustee Amber Englund 

How long have you lived in Oroville? I have lived in Oroville for the past 21 years.  I came to 
Oroville with my husband in 1998 for an internship and we decided to call this community 
home.  Our first child began attending Las Plumas High School last year. 
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How long have you served on the Board of Trustees? I have served on the Oroville Union 
High School District Board of Trustees since 2018. 
What do you do professionally?  My husband and I own our own business, Englund 
Chiropractic Office, and have worked to serve this community through health and wellness. 
 
In what other ways are you involved in the community? I volunteer work in local schools 
and coaching local youth soccer and basketball teams. I am a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, where I enjoy teaching Sunday school. I have also served for many years as a church 
board member and financial officer.   
 
What do you enjoy most about serving on the Board of Trustees?  I enjoy collaborating 
with the other Trustees to make decisions which help improve education for the youth in our 
community. 
 
What’s a fun fact that we should know about you? I’m an outdoor enthusiast.  I’ve done 
everything from hiking Half Dome, running in Tough Mudder events, and swimming with 
dolphins in Hawaii. 

View Amber’s picture and full biography here. 

 
Other News…. 

LCAP Stakeholder Meetings  
The next LCAP stakeholder meetings are scheduled for March 22nd and March 29th at 5:00 
p.m. via Zoom.  The purpose of these meetings is to review the district’s goals, discuss how 
funding is allocated to meet these goals, and collect input from stakeholders on how we can 
improve our schools and the education of our students.  If you would like to attend, please email 
Paula Blaney at pblaney@ouhsd.net to request the Zoom meeting link. 
 
Transferring to Prospect High School Next Year 
If you are currently a sophomore or junior at LPHS or OHS and have fallen behind on credits, 
PHS might be a good option for you next year.  PHS is a much smaller campus, has smaller class 
sizes, and a staff that understands students need extra support to get their diploma. With 
opportunities to earn credits more quickly as there are six grading periods instead of four, you 
might even be able to graduate early.  PHS only requires 180 credits compared to 220 credits at 
LPHS and OHS.  Please contact your counselor to discuss this option and get the referral form so 
you can be added to the waiting list.  Many students who transfer to PHS tell us that they love it 
and wish they would have been there from day one.  Feel free to email Principal Tim Drury at 
tdrury@ouhsd.net if you have any questions. 
 

 
Celebrating Our Staff and Students 

Visit www.ouhsd.org to see pictures connected with these stories! 

 

Teacher Highlight-Mrs. Alisha Weliver, AP Biology Teacher, Oroville High School: Alisha 
has been able to adapt her AP Biology lessons so students can perform hands-on socially 
distanced labs.  They have completed an enzyme catalysis lab and just finished 
experimentation with photosynthesis.  
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Staff Highlights- Jacob Wallin and Sean Ratner, OUHSD IT Department: Since July 1, 2020, 
Jacob Wallin and Sean Ratner from our IT Department have distributed over 600 Chromebooks 
to students throughout the district. During this time period, they have also responded to over 
1350 requests from students, parents and staff for Chromebook support as well as completing 
approximately 620 work orders for the IT department. 
Jacob and Sean have also been instrumental in supporting technology upgrades throughout the 
district and ensuring that the technology remains operational in order to provide the best support 
to our students. Thank you Jacob and Sean for your dedication and support during this time. 
  
Staff Highlight-Ramona Lacativo, Bus Driver and Vehicle Service Worker: Congrats to 
Ramona Lacativo who is retiring after working 27 years as a Bus Driver and Vehicle Service 
Worker.  That's a lot of miles on the road!  
  
LPHS Academic Decathlon Team Brings Home 41 Medals: The Las Plumas team did 
extremely well at the online 2021 Academic Decathlon county competition and brought home 41 
medals.  Despite the numerous challenges of this crazy year, we were able to get a team 
together and they performed magnificently. Miles Miller, Andrew Oliver, Lillee Madison, Mitsue 
Hillman, Emily Morrison, Charles Whalley, Vincent Lee, Lindsay Ortiz and Makaiya Jones 
represented themselves and our school well. 
 
Charles won overall best score for the Varsity level and took home 9 (out of a possible 10) 
medals. Emily won overall best score for the Scholastic level and also took home 9 
medals.  Makaiya won for best overall Alternate.  A special thanks to Bari Busby for helping us 
with a fabulous Cold War lecture and to Rachel Ramirez for helping with interviews and 
speeches.  
 
Every student took home a medal and most took home multiple medals.  The future is bright for 
this team because we have quite a few sophomores and juniors that will continue the Las 
Plumas winning tradition in the next couple years. 
  
PHS Egg Drop Event: Going, going....maybe it's a goner, maybe it's not! PHS held a school-
wide Egg Drop event to celebrate the start of Block 5.  The eggs were dropped from a tall ladder 
to see if the contraptions the students made would keep them from breaking when they hit the 
ground. 
 
Celebrating Black History Month at OHS:  Students decorated Mrs. Castillo's door to provide 
information to students about Black History Month.  Did you know that OHS has a Black Student 
Union (BSU)? Students can contact Mrs. Castillo at dcastill@ouhsd.net to find out what they do 
and how to join. 
 

Join the OUHSD Family 
Looking to find a fulfilling and meaningful job, or do you know someone who is?  Join the 
OUHSD family! OUHSD is looking for employees to fill permanent and short-term roles, as well 
as substitutes: 

 Principal 
 Music/Band Teacher 
 School Social Worker 
 Custodians 

mailto:dcastill@ouhsd.net


 Bus Driver Pool 
 Substitute Courier Pool 
 Substitute Custodian Pool 

For more information and to apply go to: https://www.edjoin.org/ouhsd (Please check EdJoin 
regularly as new postings will be added as positions become available). If you have specific 
questions please contact Chello Metcalf at cmetcalf@ouhsd.net or (530) 538-2300, extension 
1117. 
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